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PRACTICAL GUIDANCE
ON CLIL LESSON PLANNING

From its fundamentals to practical implementation
CLIL from different educational perspectives

Practical guidance on creating CLIL lesson plans

LET'S CLIL TOGETHER! - Introduction

It is an e-book written to empower others with knowledge skills
how to effectively implement CLIL, enhancing CLIL teaching

practices, benefiting students and promoting multiculturalism

and inclusion. CLIL lessons should serve to enhance student
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engagement. Teachers should be prepared to integrate CLIL into
their classrooms, which can lead to improved language
acquisition and subject understanding among students. CLIL
lesson plans enable teachers to integrate language and content in
teaching, promoting a holistic approach to language learning.
Teachers should learn how to adapt existing materials and
textbooks for CLIL lessons, how to use a wide range of resources
effectively. CLIL lesson plans allow teachers to explore
strategies for accommodating diverse student populations,
including those with different language backgrounds. CLIL
lesson plans can make teachers more effective educators,
enhance teaching skills and enrich teaching methods and provide

teachers with new strategies to motivate students and improve

PRACTICAL GUIDANCE ON CLIL LESSON PLANNING © 2025 by Aldona
Skiba is licensed under CC BY 4.0. To view a copy of this license, visit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



RON AT
SN Funded by X .ﬁ.
BRI the European Union 8Q:

Project number: 2023-2-PL01-KA210-SCH-000182506

students' learning outcomes. This e-book is for teachers to gain
a deeper understanding of the CLIL methodology, its principles
and practical implementation strategies, to learn how to create
well-structured CLIL lesson plans, how to adapt existing
materials and textbooks to suit CLIL lessons, making them more
flexible, to know innovative teaching techniques that promote
student-centred learning, active engagement and independent
inquiry-oriented teaching. CLIL method can be applied in an
interdisciplinary way, broaden horizons beyond specific subject
areas.

Integrating CLIL methodology into the curriculum facilitates
students to benefit from language learning and subject matter

understanding, gives them the opportunity to collaborate, leads
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to higher quality teaching and better learning outcomes.

CLIL stands for Content and Language Integrated Learning. CLIL
methodology assumes that language becomes a tool for
communication. The more students are exposed to language,
the better it helps students to assimilate the language while
learning content which can lead to broadening horizons and
increasing curiosity and speaking student's mind freely. CLIL
methodology integrates language and subject teaching in a
multilingual educational landscape. If someone wants to
become a CLIL teacher, should stop thinking of themselves only
as a language teacher. This approach to teaching can help
students to learn a subject in another language. ,Built on the
Canadian immersion model, Content and language integrated

learning (CLIL), has been an immensely popular approach to
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education in Europe.'!

Chapter 1

CLIL Basics: the fundamental principles of CLIL, including
language integration, content selection, scaffolding for

language learners

» What differentiates CLIL from other bilingual approaches is the
fact that content and language teaching are not seen as two

separate phenomena; on the contrary, these two elements are

!Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical, Adaptation
in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of Wroctaw, Poland,:
Porta Linguarum 27, Page 35
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closely interlinked and depend on each other. Effective CLIL
instruction takes place when learners understand the content that
is being taught, are actively engaged in the thinking process and,
since these processes involve a kind of interaction in a
communicative context, enhance their foreign language skills.””
4Cs Conceptual Framework ,,consists of four general parameters
for CLIL — content, communication, cognition and culture.”’

When it comes to the process of learning and teaching a non-

2Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical, Adaptation
in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of Wroctaw, Poland,:
Porta Linguarum 27, Page 37

3Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical, Adaptation
in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of Wroctaw, Poland,:
Porta Linguarum 27, Page 38

PRACTICAL GUIDANCE ON CLIL LESSON PLANNING © 2025 by Aldona
Skiba is licensed under CC BY 4.0. To view a copy of this license, visit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



RON AT
SN Funded by X .ﬁ.
BRI the European Union 8Q:

Project number: 2023-2-PL01-KA210-SCH-000182506

linguistic content subject, teachers have to change their lesson

plans and learn how to adapt existing textbooks and materials,

because direct translations of textbooks and materials into a

foreign language should not be the case when it comes to CLIL
methodology.

Taking content into consideration, students should acquire
»knowledge, skills and understanding.” (Coyle, Hood and Marsh,
2010: 53). It is worth mentioning, that Coyle (2006a: 13—14)
highlighted that “the symbiotic relationship between language
and subject understanding demands a focus on how subjects are
taught whilst working with and through another language rather
than in another language.” That is why subject-specific and
linguistic teaching objectives should be combined to integrate
content and language in the CLIL classroom. It should not
consist in ,increasing the amount of exposure to foreign
language or as additional lessons devoted to reteaching familiar
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Skiba is licensed under CC BY 4.0. To view a copy of this license, visit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



C\,\LtOg

$)4

SN Funded by O o O
LN the European Union S
@

==

Project number: 2023-2-PL01-KA210-SCH-000182506

content. On the contrary, they should be seen more as
opportunities of giving the learners new insights into the subject
matter and facilitating more efficient integration of the new
knowledge. To support learners’ comprehension of the discussed
topics, CLIL teachers often apply a variety of techniques and
interactive strategies, use both verbal and non-verbal means of
presentation, frequently check for comprehension and readily

294

provide feedback.”” Existing textbooks and materials adapted
for CLIL lessons should simultaneously aim at enhancing
students' knowlegde of the content and their competence in the
foreign language, not only develop the subject matter. ,,Direct

translations of content coursebooks from the learners’ native

4Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical, Adaptation
in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of Wroctaw, Poland,:
Porta Linguarum 27, Page 38
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language are unlikely to provide activities that help to solve
ongoing language problems and promote the development of
language skills. One of the criteria of foreign language
coursebook evaluation is recycling.””

Recycling is indispensable when it comes to CLIL lesson and
should address both ,,the content and the foreign language. For
obvious reasons, content coursebooks that focus solely on the
subject matter are deprived of language-related revision
exercises and contain insufficient number of illustrations or
comprehension checks to ease understanding and retention of

the material.””®

5Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical, Adaptation
in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of Wroctaw, Poland,:
Porta Linguarum 27, Page 38

Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical, Adaptation
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Taking a closer look at communication Coyle, Hood and Marsh
(2010: 54) underline that CLIL promotes the integration of
language form and function, which enables learners to “use
language to learn and learn to use language.” Students should
develop language skills and communicative competence
simultaneosly. CLIL methodology causes that students
understand the content taught in a target language better, ,,by
using more interactive strategies and diverse forms of
presentation.”’ Students are exposed to a target language and

have more opportunities to practise it in different

Porta Linguarum 27, Page 38

"Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical, Adaptation
in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of Wroctaw, Poland,:
Porta Linguarum 27, Page 39
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communicative contexts. At the same time, the language used to
present and practise the subject matter in a foreign language and
to negotiate the meaning in discussions or other collaborative
tasks is more authentic and, therefore, interaction in the CLIL
classroom is more likely to imitate real-life communication
(Dalton-Puffer and Smit, 2007). Students can expand their
vocabulary, can develop speaking skills, become more fluent,
creative, more eager to hold a conversation. To encourage
students to communicate, materials should be selected and
adapted and adjusted to ,the present capabilities of the
learners.”®

Cognition ,, refers to the changes in the thinking and learning

8Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical, Adaptation
in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of Wroctaw, Poland,:
Porta Linguarum 27, Page 39

PRACTICAL GUIDANCE ON CLIL LESSON PLANNING © 2025 by Aldona
Skiba is licensed under CC BY 4.0. To view a copy of this license, visit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



\fjc\,\\_.tOge{X
S Aes

BRI the European Union g
~ ®

Project number: 2023-2-PL01-KA210-SCH-000182506

processes triggered by CLIL-type instruction.” ° CLIL
methodology fosters students active engagement, involvement,
collaboration and interactivity. ,,CLIL lessons should be
cognitively challenging for learners; thus, they should involve
both lower-order (remembering, understanding and applying)
and higher-order thinking processes (analysing, evaluating and
creating). [...] Passive transmission of knowledge from the
teacher to the learners should be replaced with more
collaborative and task-based approaches in which, with the
teacher’s support and guidance, learners can construct their own

meaning in cooperation with others. ’1° The students' role should

°Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical, Adaptation
in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of Wroctaw, Poland,:
Porta Linguarum 27, Page 39

10Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical,
Adaptation in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of
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not be limited to reading texts and memorising facts. Acquired
knowledge should be used in different contexts. ,,The objective
of CLIL is not to reteach the same content in the second language,
but to assist learners in constructing their own knowledge by
means of such techniques as identification, categorisation,
association and comparison (Garcia-Mayo, 2009, in Pavon and
Rubio, 2010)”!! to increase their motivation.

The last element of Coyle's Framework is culture. When
students acquire foreign language skills, they simultaneously

gain insights into a new culture. CLIL teachers should design

Wroctaw, Poland,: Porta Linguarum 27, Page 40

1Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical,
Adaptation in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of
Wroctaw, Poland,: Porta Linguarum 27, Page 40
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materials and plan lessons to sensitise their students to the
culture-specific differences. ,,A textbook directly translated
from learners’ mother tongue undeniably [...] fails to incorporate
the “culture” dimension of CLIL, which assumes that one of the
objectives of teaching is raising the learners’ awareness of other
cultures, including the target culture, and culture-specific
differences. [...] The translated textbooks are unlikely to contain
references to the target language culture and other cultural
settings.” (Czura, 2017: 40).

To sum up, there are four objectives of CLIL lessons: content,
communication, cognition and culture. CLIL methodology is not
only focused on teaching students language, but teaching
students a particular subject: mathematics, biology, history,
physics, geography, civics, music, IT through custom-made,
high-quality textbooks embracing cognitive, linguistic and

cultural dimensions. (Czura, 2017: 41)
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Chapter 2
Lesson Planning: practical guidance on how to design CLIL
lesson plans, including setting clear objectives, choosing

appropriate content and integrating language goals

There are some stages of a CLIL lesson which are common
regardless of a curricular content:

1. Introduction — teachers introduce the topic and
highlight the importance in science, provide a list of
related issues, matters, points, questions and key
scientific terms. Students are expected to choose from
them and to conduct research on the topic and present
their findings, e.g. in form of a creative piece written by

a student individually: a short story or a poem, a
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comment inspired by the topic discussed. An integral
part of CLIL teaching is understanding of the importance
of integrating technology into educational process
because digital tools can facilitate language acquisition
and subject comprehension. The teacher starts the
lesson by introducing the topic and the importance of
the topic in addressing the global concerns.
E.g. it can be the topic of renewable energy sources and
environmental challenges. CLIL approach assumes that
students will explore the physics behind these energy sources.
Students are acquianted with relevant physics vocabulary in the
target language: ,kinetic energy”, ,potential energy”, ,solar
panels”, ,wind turbines”, , hydroelectric power”, ,geothermal
energy.”

Another example can be introducing the concept of geometry

when teachers should make use of real-world examples.
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Students can be expected to explore architectural features of
famous landmarks to understand the concepts of geometry and
their applications.

The history teacher introducing the topic highlights its
significance in history, e.g. the global nature of the conflict, its
impact on different countries, vocabulary in the target language
(e.g. ,alliance”, ,, occupation”, ,propaganda”, ,resistance”,
,Holocaust”, ,war effort”). Providing a brief historical overview
of the key events and highlighting the involvement of various
countries will be significant for language integration.

When it comes to teaching civic studies, students should be
introduced the concept of democracy, its importance in society,
political vocabulary: ,democracy”, ,elections”, ,voting”,
,candidates”, ,parties”, ,campaign”, ,citizenship”, should be

asked to compare and contrast the electoral process in different

countries and discuss about the fundamental principles of
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democracy: representation, participation the rule of law, and
how they apply to electroral systems.

If teachers want to make their students delve into the principles
of music and how they relate to scientific concepts, they can
begin by introducing relevant scientific and musical vocabulary
in the target language (e.g. ,vibration”, ,frequency”, , pitch”,
,amplitude”, ,harmony”, ,rhythm”, ,instruments”) and ask
their students to explore the science behind music and sound
production.

Teachers can combine music study e.g. both with maths and
culture. In the last-mentioned case teachers can start the lesson
with a brief discussion on the role of music in cultural identity,
discuss the country's or region's diverse cultural influences, give
examples of the country's or region's traditional music,
highlighting key instruments and styles, unique musical

traditions. To have students explore culture of the chosen

PRACTICAL GUIDANCE ON CLIL LESSON PLANNING © 2025 by Aldona
Skiba is licensed under CC BY 4.0. To view a copy of this license, visit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



oM FES

RM Funded by X .%
SN the European Union BQ;
=

Project number: 2023-2-PL01-KA210-SCH-000182506

country, teachers ought to start a lesson with a brief discussion
on the importance of understanding and appreciating different
cultures, choose a country as the focus area and use a map to
talk about the location. Students should take advantage of
images and videos that highlight the cultural diversity in the
region.

2. Research guideline (teacher's recommendations).
Inquiry-based learning takes a lot of planning before
implementation. An important aspect of inquiry-based
learning is the use of open learning but students should
be guided not to get lost. To construct their own
knowledge through collaboration and inquiry-based
learning, students should be provided with guidelines
for credible online resources to be used to gather
information. Students should be aware of various digital

tools and apps that align with CLIL principles. Students
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can choose and explore in detail renewable energy
sources to understand physics concepts better: e.g. the
conversion of sunlight into electricity, photoelectric
effect and the role of photovoltaic cells, the process of
converting kinetic energy from the wind electrical
energy, how do wind turbines work, the principles of
rotation and mechanical energy, how dams and turbines
harness the potential energy of flowing water to
generate electricity, the concept of gravitational
potential energy.
Or another example: the concepts of geometry in the target
language: ,angles”, ,sides”, ,vertices”, ,height”, ,base”
,symmetry.” Exploring a few famous landmarks from different
countries (e.g. the Eiffel Tower in France, the Pyramids of Giza
in Egypt, the Parthenon in Greece) students are intended to do

research on their history, significance and architectural design
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with particular reference to the geometric elements involved in
their construction. Exploration and research can be multilingual
and conducted in groups.

For a history lesson about World War Il with CLIL approach each
group can represent a different country involved. Each group
can have assigned readings, documents, sources related to their
respective country's role in the war. Students are focused on
conducting research in their target language to understand and
present their country's involvement in World War Il with the
political context, military actions, resistance movements, and
the impact of the war on their country in focus.

To explore the topic of differences between electoral systems
and processes, students can discuss topics such as: eligibility to
vote and run for office, voting methods, political parties and
candidates, campaigning and financing, voter turnout and

engagement.
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In regard to teaching about the basic principles of sound and
how it is produced through vibrations, teachers' task is to
discuss the basic concepts and introduce the fundamental
elements of music: melody, harmony, rhythm, timbre and
explain how these elements are created and perceived. It is
strongly advised to provide students pictures or real examples
of musical instruments commonly used in respective countries.
Students divided into groups should browse through the history
and significance of their assigned instruments and share their
findings with other groups. To explore specific cultural aspects
in groups, students should be focused on e.g. traditional dances,
festivals, local cuisine and historical landmarks. Each group
works on a chosen aspect, being provided resources such as
videos, articles, and pictures for carrying out research. Teachers
may have students instruct to make notes.

3. Research phase - students presented with scenarios
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should be allowed to identify their own research,
guestions and knowledge regarding the area. They
should be encouraged to explore various aspects of
technology and curricular content. Each group should be
assigned a specific aspect to do research. To conduct
research students should use both scientific and
language resources to gather information about the
assigned topic. Students can be asked to focus on a
specific digital tool or app and provide a brief overview,
highlighting its features and benefits. In this phase
students do hands-on activities, experiments related to

the topic.

E.g. if students are provided solar panels and multimeters, they
will measure voltage and current output. If students are
provided model wind turbines, they will measure the voltage

generated at different wind speeds. If students create simple
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waterwheel models, they will demonstrate the conversion of
potential energy to kinetic energy. Students can be supposed to
explore real-world applications of renewable energy sources
and study how renewable energy sources are used to generate

electricity and reduce carbon emissions.

Students engaged in interactive activities related to the topic of
geometry in landmarks can discuss the symmetry, measure
angles using protrators to determine the tower's angles and

calculate the tower's height and the length of its sides.

To hold students' interest in the topic of sound and its role in
music, teachers can engage them in hands-on activities (e.g.
demonstration: creating a simple musical instrument to explore
how vibrations produce sound, using tuning forks to understand
the concept of frequency and how different pitches are
produced, experimenting with materials to understand how
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they affect sound quality and resonance). Discussions can be
conducted on how instrument design and materials impact
sound production or how mathematical concepts, like ratios

and proportions, are essential in music theory.

Teachers may want their students to listen to excerpts of
country's traditional music and have them focus on different

styles and instruments.

Teaching about elections and democracy students can be asked
to organize a mock election or debate where they take on the
roles of candidates, campaign managers, election officials,
journalists or voters (role-play activity) and bring up election
results and the impact of electroral systems on representation
for discussion. Students should be actively engaged in gathering
information about their assigned aspect, to be able to prapare
a short presentation in the target language (other languages
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can be also used in the classroom if possible). To enjoy the
presentation, students can add visual aids to synthesize

information such as images or short video clips.

4. Collaborative sharing — students are asked to work in
groups of 3-4 people to share their findings. This
collaborative discussion enables the exchange of
information and to look at things from a different
perspective. Students e.g. exchange their written pieces
within the group. Dividing students into groups,
teachers are supposed to ensure and promote diversity

and cross-culturalism in each group.

Peer review serves students as an opportunity to get feedback
and introduce a few improvements in their work. Hands-on
exploration is meant to allow students to explore the
showcased tool or app on their own devices. They are
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encouraged by their teachers to try out basic features and check
how the tool can be used for language learning and subject

integration.

Or another idea: students divided into groups present, explain,
demonstrate the physics principles behind their assigned
renewable energy source and provide examples of its use in
their respective countries. Students are expected to compare,

analyse, collaborate, cooperate and project.

E.g. they can compare and contrast the geometric features of
different landmarks and consider a role of geometry in the
stability and aesthetics of each structure. The final output can
be students' presentations of a chosen landmark with a
developed explanation of its geometry, provided calculations

and a discussion about its cultural and historical significance.

Exploring music, students divided into groups can compose a

PRACTICAL GUIDANCE ON CLIL LESSON PLANNING © 2025 by Aldona
Skiba is licensed under CC BY 4.0. To view a copy of this license, visit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



,:,C\'\L.tog%;

OR o7 U8
3“*: the European Union RQ~
~ ®

Project number: 2023-2-PL01-KA210-SCH-000182506

short melody, harmonize melodies on an instrument or create
a rhythmic pattern using scientific principles to explain their
compositions. Students can get involved in a collaborative
songwriting activity inspired by country's musical traditions. In
groups they can create lyrics or a piece of music that reflects
aspects of country's culture. Students should be encouraged to
blend linguistic inluences in their song, which means they

should be allowed to use other languages.

Another idea: An election case study can consist in exploring
real-world election processes and results from different
countries. Recommendable is a discussion on historical
elections, significant political events, and their impact on

democracy.

5. Presentation — students are asked to present their
research to the class. To attract their classmates'
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attention they are asked to use visual materials: images,
diagrams, computer graphics, artwork, illustrations,
audiovisuals. Preparing short presentations is vital to
explain the importance of their chosen aspect of the
topic. A difficult question can be set to encourage
discussions after the presentation. Each presentation
should be followed with a short Q&A session for
clarification and understanding. A class discussion
should be facilitated on the connection between the
curricular content and the creative pieces written by

students.

After e.g. exploring and presenting digital tools, teachers should
facilitate short group discussions. Students can be asked to
discuss how they envision using explored and presented digital
tools in their CLIL classrooms. Students should consider what

subject areas could benefit the most from each tool or from
PRACTICAL GUIDANCE ON CLIL LESSON PLANNING © 2025 by Aldona
Skiba is licensed under CC BY 4.0. To view a copy of this license, visit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



C\,\LtOg
$)4
NN Funded by O e o
LN the European Union S
@
==

Project number: 2023-2-PL01-KA210-SCH-000182506

each aspect of a researched topic. The teacher is supposed to
open the door to questions and answers. Students should be
allowed to ask clarifying questions or seek advice on practical
implementation. Each group presents their findings in the
target language and students are encouraged to use documents,

images, and multimedia to enhance their presentation.

In case of the history lesson about World War |l the teacher
initiates a discussion in the target language to compare and
contrast the experiences of different countries during the war,
to explore common themes, such as resistance movements,
occupation, and post-war recovery. Personal stories or
interviews of individuals who lived through World War I,
representing different perspectives and countries can be
included. Students should have a discussion about the
significance and contribution of personal narratives to

understanding of history.
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To incorporate language integration activities students can do
translation exercises (e.g. students translate historical
documents or speeches related to World War Il into their target

languages).

Before analysing the problem of elections, teachers should put
it in some framework, including the constitution, elction laws,
regulations in each country and the protection of citizens'
voting rights. Cross-cultural discussion in the target language
should be possible to enable students to compare and contrast
the elctoral processes, campaign strategies, and political culture

in different countries.

If the science of sound and exploring music are under discussion,
students perform their compositions using musical instruments
or their voice and clarify how the scientific concepts apply to
the performance. Students can record their performances for
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later sharing. To share final results, the need for clear
communication and mutual understanding should be

emphasized.

6. A reflection session to conclude the activity — students
should be asked to share what they learned, the
challenges they were addressed doing the research, and
how this research activity helped them understand the
curricular content better. Students should be asked to
reflect on the interdisciplinary nature of the lesson and
how reading, communication, creative writing, grammar,
vocabulary, in general non-native language use, can

enhance the understanding of scientific concepts.

E.g. if the matter of digital tools is under discussion, students
should share their own insights and ideas on how they plan to
incorporate them into their CLIL lessons.
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Or another idea: students have to discuss the advantages and
challenges of using renewable energy sources in their
communities. Teachers should have their students reflect on
their learning in the target language and summarize what they
have learned about the topic through their exploration (e.g.
about geometry through the exploration of landmarks or
history through translation exercises which can help foster
cross-cultural understanding and tolerance or if subject matter
is music, how understanding the connections between science
and music enhances students' appreciation and performance of
music). Teachers can conclude the lesson with a class discussion
on the cultural and linguistic aspects explored through music
and how the collaborative learning experience enriched

students' understanding of both music and cultural diversity.

In case of a lesson about elections and democracy, students are

supposed to reflect on the importance of democratic elections,
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the role of citizens in shaping their government, and how
language proficiency enhances their understanding of global

political systems.

When it comes to cultural studies, to conclude, teachers ought
to facilitate a class discussion on the cultural similarities and
differences. Students should give thought to the importance of
cultural integration and language learning. Collaborative phase
and reflection session perform the function of integrating the

target language.

7. Assessment - teachers are supposed to conclude the
lesson, to summarize the key points learned about the
aspects of a curricular content, to emphasize the
importance of interdisciplinary approaches in
understanding complex scientific concepts. A short
reflection for students' homework should be assigned to
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enable students to express their thoughts on the
multidisciplinary approach and its impact on their

learning.

Group presentations are supposed to be assessed based on
content, scientific accuracy and language use. Individual written
pieces are meant to be evaluated for language skills, creativity
and connection to scientific concepts. Participation and
collaboration during group activities ought to be taken into
consideration. Teacher has to evaluate students' understanding
of concepts (e.g. physics concepts), students' ability to apply
concepts to the topic (e.g. renewable energy sources) and
assess students' language proficiency in the target language (e.g.
assess students' understanding of a topic, their ability to
conduct research in their target language, their presentations,
performances, written analyses, reports and reflections,

concept quizzes or scientific explanations, debates, role-play
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evaluations, creating traditional crafts or drawing, or writing

short stories inspired by the topic being studied).

Students should be assessed based on content, language use,
cultural understanding of their presentation, their participation
in the immersive, collaborative activity, creativity and
integrating language acquisition with the exploration of a

subject matter in various contexts (e.g. music, culture etc.)

Chapter 3
Adapting Materials: how to adapt existing textbooks and

materials for CLIL lessons

Translation is insufficient when it comes to CLIL. There are
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some guiding principles when it comes to CLIL learning
resources. Anna Czura (41-43) mentioned nine of them: content
and language should be integrated, a foreign language is only a
tool to understand a non language subject. ,,The role of CLIL
textbooks is to integrate the content matter and the development
of language skills (reading, listening, writing and speaking) and
aspects of language (grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation).”
(Czura, 2017: 41) Very useful can be activities such as:
comprehensive questions, listening comprehension tasks to
introduce or revise the topic (e.g. using narrative tenses in a
history lesson). Students should not be exposed to much to input
of the lesson. They should communicate, practice, do research,
be productive. Textbooks and material selected for CLIL lesson
should offer e.g. project work, case studies, debates, discussion
topics, interaction and negotiation activities. Learning a non-
language subject requires absorbing a wide range of vocabulary

and specialist terminology. CLIL textbooks and materials should
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contain e.g. glossaries, picture-dictionaries, phonetic
transcription and practical vocabulary activities. Mother tongue
can be pemissible but in a well-thought-out way because it can
facilitate students' understanding of the new material, raise their
awareness and broaden their horizons. Visual aids are highly
recommended because they facilitate teachers to give an
explanation and students to understand the content (e.g.
timelines, illustrations, diagrams) because of students' different
learning styles. CLIL lesson develops study skills and learning
strategies because students look for information in different
resources. Exercises should be focused on students' learning
successfully, facilitating absorbing content and language
knowledge. Students' cognitive process should be controlled. It
should be enquiry-based learning. Students ought to ,,use other
resources, analyse data, look for analogies and solve problems
[...] in cooperation with their peers.” (Czura, 2017: 42) Self- and

peer-assessment activities may serve as a reflection. Students
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can analyse their progress, cognitive involvement, their focus on
solving problems and setting another learning goals. CLIL
textbooks and materials should raise intercultural awareness,
highlight similarities and differences between the cultures to
facilitate students to discover their own cultural identity. CLIL
learning material should create encouraging learning conditions
,by offering instruction on a comprehensive level [...] to
strengthen students' self-esteem, boost their confidence and
develop positive learning attitudes™ (Czura, 2017: 43) to make
students take responsibility for their own learning. This set of
principles may be useful to adapt textbooks and materials
appropriately for CLIL lessons. All the principles mentioned
above how to select suitable textbooks and materials have a task
to activate students' prior knowledge, to promote critical
thinking and demonstrate learning skills and strategies but
students' success depends on teachers' skills, experiences and the

ability to adapt textbooks and materials for CLIL lesson
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planning. A successful CLIL lesson requires a well-designed
textbook, teachers' ongoing instructions and classroom
assessments. As Czura mentions, CLIL teachers must be able to
modify, adapt, design learning resources to integrate content and

language.

Chapter 4
Multidisciplinary Approach: how CLIL can be apllied in a

science-oriented environment

How to plan a lesson to apply CLIL in a science-oriented
classroom environment? The first stage, which is called
preparation, is to select a topic from your subject curriculum
and a target language. Next the teacher has to identify
objectives, select materials and activities for students.
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The second stage, which is called presentation, is to introduce
content and language and activate students' knowledge.
Students pay attention, observe. It is vital to engage students in
hands-on activities or experiments related to the selected topic.
During the next stage, which is called practice, students are
supposed to study the case, discuss, analyse, compare. To
achieve the pre-established goals, students are engaged in
meaningful tasks, they have many opportunities provided by
their teachers to communicate. Interactive activities like
creating, using, experimenting, designing, preparing
explanation, providing calculations foster students' critical
thinking.

The last but not least important stage, which is called
production, assumes that students create their own content
using the target language, perform, give a speech on a topic,

assess their activities, reflect on the learning process. Students
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should be asked to summarize what they have learned, what
caused difficulties for them and how they were able to find a
solution to complete an activity and how the collaborative
learning experience enriched their understanding of a given
topic.

Content and language teaching should not be 'seen as two
separate phenomena; on the contrary, these two elements are
closely interlinked and depend on each other.'*2 The teacher's
task is to oversee their students, to evaluate their group
presentation, assess both their participation in a collaborative

activity, understanding, abilities and their language proficiency

12Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical,
Adaptation in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of
Wroctaw, Poland,: Porta Linguarum 27, Page 37
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in the target language, explain something scientifically if it is
necessary. Students should understand the content, be actively
engaged in their educational procecess, the lesson activities
ought to be thought-provoking, students should interact in a
communicative context and the whole process of teaching and
learning should lead to enhanced foreign language skills.

Students are supposed to learn content in the first place, which
means the ‘acquisition of knowledge, skills and
understanding.'*3 In this way students are able to achieve
learning objectives and outcomes written in the subject
curriculum. Following Coyle's way of thinking the process of

teaching a subject using CLIL methodology should be carried

3Coyle, D., Hood, P. and Marsh, D. (2010). CLIL Content and Language
Integrated Learning. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press., Page 53
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out on 'working with and through another language rather than

in another language.''*

Chapter 5
Cultural Integration and Multiculturalism: using CLIL to foster
cultural integration and language acquisition in a multicultural
context.

CLIL integrates language teaching into various subject areas,
increases language proficiency among students, enhances
understanding. CLIL promotes a comprehensive approach to

language teaching and learning, creates an inclusive and diverse

4Coyle, D. (2006a). “Developing CLIL: Towards a theory of practice”, in
APAC Monograph, 6: Pages 13-14
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educational environment by embracing cultural diversity,
promotes tolerance, and ensures an access to quality education.
CLIL methodology allows to increase cultural awareness and
understanding among students, reduce barriers for students
from diverse backgrounds, enhance educational access and
partcipation for students facing social difficulties.

The CLIL method enables to promote language integration.
Students can become digitally literate, capable of effective
collaboration, equipped with critical thinking abilities, prepared
for the challenges of the modern world. Implementing CLIL
enables students from diverse backgrounds to improve their
access to quality education. CLIL methodology enables teachers
to disseminate innovative game-based teaching. subjects
become interconnected, allowing students to see language as
not just a subject but an integral part of their daily lives and

learning experiences. Lessons are more attractive and fun,
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increase students' engagement and permanence. Students with
different language proficiency levels, from various academic
backgrounds can benefit significantly from CLIL experiences
being engaged with complex topics. CLIL aims to improve
language skills. CLIL methodology can be implemented in
science, music, humanities. CLIL helps promote inclusion,
provides students (e.g. with fewer opprtunities, from
underprivileged backgrounds, with special educational needs)
with a valuable learning experience. CLIL methodology is known
for its interdisciplinary nature and enables to include teachers
from various specializations (e.g. science, music, history, civics,
mathematics, ICT, language). To effectively implement CLIL in

each topic area, it's essential to have subject-specific expertise.

The benefits of a deeper understanding of the CLIL approach
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are following: education, promotion of cultural diversity,
tolerance and cooperation, language acquisition, cultural
understanding and European integration.CLIL methodology
contributes to educational innovation, inclusivity, and the
enhancement of language and cultural understanding.

CLIL methodology enables inclusive education, which is
essential to integrate Ukrainian immigrant students or students
from diverse linguistic backgrounds. Adopting the CLIL method
schools can provide quality education to students with varying
language proficiencies. The CLIL method offers a tool for
language acquisition, proficiency in a second language and
cultural integration.

CLIL activities related to particular subjects can provide
students with a deeper understanding of scientific concepts,
can foster tolerance and inclusivity because they engage

students from diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds
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collaboratively and harmoniously in their learning experiences.
Implementing CLIL practices allows to equip students better
with language skills and cultural competencies and as for
teachers, they can gain valuable insights into CLIL teaching
methodologies and innovative pedagogical approaches.

Through CLIL objectives (language learning, educational
innovation, multicultural integration, professional development)
a sense of European identity, promotion of tolerance and
inclusivity can be achieved. CLIL methodology can help
integrate Ukrainian immigrant students, broaden horizons. CLIL
method directly addresses the need to facilitate language
learning and integration for non-native Polish speakers. In the
multicultural area of the school with students from diverse
linguistic backgrounds, CLIL method's principles foster
tolerance, inclusivity, harmony, promote intercultural dialogue,

understanding, and acceptance among students. CLIL
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methodology helps face the challenges of language diversity.
CLIL methodology provides students with opportunities for

language acquisition and integration.

Chapter 6
Student self-study and research-oriented teaching
CLIL methodology enables innovative teaching approches,
enhances student-centered learning and encourages active
student engagement and independent learning. CLIL
methodology enables students to understand scientific concepts
and principles in a target language, develops, provides students
with opportunities to improve collaboration skills and share
knowlegde. It represents an innovative approach to teaching and

learning which can help to enhance the quality of education. It
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offers students the opportunities to integrate and gain engaging
and immersive content-based language experiences. Through
collaborative activities students have a better chance to
appreciate and respect various aspects of science. CLIL
activities promote a comprehensive approach to language
teaching and learning. Students are exposed to a broader range
of language expressions, to a valuable insight in scientific
concepts, which can help them to integrate more effectively into
the educational system and society by acquiring proficiency in a
target language. The CLIL method ensures equal access to
education, language inclusivity and integration of students from
different cultural and linguistic backgrounds and provides

teachers with strategies how to manage diverse classrooms
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effectively or cater to real educational needs of students with
varying language abilities and learning styles. The CLIL method
facilitates an immersive language learning experience, leading
to improved proficiency in a target language, encouraging
students to engage deeply with subject matters in a foreign
language. The CLIL method should be adopted when schools try
to integrate students who come from different backgrounds,
multi-child families, low-income families, students who have
special educational needs (certificates issued by a psychological
and pedagogical counseling centers) or immigrant students and
refugees into their educational system to support both content
learning and language development, to provide them with the

same educational opportunities and a more inclusive and fair
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educational environment. The aim of using this method is to
meet the needs of every student, place a strong emphasis on
individualization in teaching and create an engaging and
stimulating learning environment. Students will benefit from co-
teaching by a target language teacher and a subject science
teacher and when the experimental part of the lesson is
predominant. The CLIL lesson can help to sensitize students to
the needs of students from other countries and to develop
strategies on multiculturalism and integration. The CLIL method
fosters collaboration among students, that's why they can coexist
harmoniously without racism and discrimination even if they
don't know a target language well. CLIL activities are focused

on creating a well-rounded partnership, a strong collaborative
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team with a shared commitment to enhancing education and
promoting language proficiency.

CLIL lessons should be designed to enhance language
acquisition while covering subject matter. The CLIL method can
be incorporated into activities such as concept exploration,
interactive demonstrations and experiments, dividing students
into working groups, swapping them to foster language
exchange, sharing findings within groups, combining scientific
concepts with a thing created like a musical composition, a
poster to communicate findings and insights or quizzes,
connecting scientific concepts with real-world observations,
science-focused activities, blogging and vlogging to document

experiences and reflections in the target language.
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CLIL lesson plan encourages students to self-directed learning,
language practice and creatice expression. Teachers' preparation
and involvement allow for knowledge sharing, improved
language skills, exposure to interdisciplinary learning, increased
cultural awareness and enhanced critical thinking abilities. The
CLIL activities incorporate language learning into various
subjects and contexts and emphasize the importance of language
as a tool for communication and knowledge acquisition.
Students can learn, collaborate, promote intercultural
understanding and tolerance, can immerse themselves in a target
language through guided tours, workshops and interdisciplinary
activities and engagement in language practice.

The CLIL method is a pedagogical strategy that integrates
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language learning into various subjects and fosters language
acquisition while reinforcing subject-specific knowledge. This
interdisciplinary approach enhances critical thinking and
problem-solving skills. Guided tours in a target language can not
only immerse students in the language but also provide insights
into local history and culture. The CLIL activities can combine
learning language with scientific exploration, reinforcing the
importance of language in conveying scientific ideas. Students
can explore scientific principles and apply scientific knowledge
to create a thing, to analyze a phenomenon, reinforcing both
scientific and language skills. It is possible to combine science,
history and ecology simultaneously practicing language skills.

The CLIL activities can include scientific observation and
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ecological discussions in a target language by recording,
vlogging, poster creation and creative expression such as
composing a piece of music or creating artwork that represents
the cultural diversity, language-focused games that involve
scientific terminology and concepts, reinforcing language
learning, debates on scientific topics, where students have to use
content-specific language and arguments to support their
positions or science experiments. Students can be asked to
conduct a hands-on science experiments which offer a practical
application of language skills in a scientific context,
emphasizing the importance of language in understanding
scientific principles (e.g. testing the effects of sound waves on

different materials, a nature walk as an opportunity to conduct a
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field study of the plants and animals students encounter, a
historical guided tour or workshops at the museum as an
opportunity to learn about the history and cultural significance
of the site and to use their observations to draw conclusions
about the societal and cultural factors that influenced its creation,
students' playing musical instruments guided by teachers who
provide instructions in a target language). CLIL activities are
better for students who attend secondary schools because they
are better equipped to grasp complex subject matter across
various disciplines, are more open to cultural experiences and
more receptive to learning about different cultures and fostering

intercultural understanding.
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Chapter 7
Digital Tools and Apps: to complement CLIL teaching and to
enhance language acquisition and subject comprehension

innovative digital tools and apps should be explored

The CLIL method enables teaching language and culture studies
to develop language skills: listening, speaking, reading and
writing, to enhance language acquisition through real-world
cultural exploration and to promote cultural integration and

understanding among students in a multicultural context.

What materials can be used to prepare and conduct a CLIL
lesson?

CLIL teaching aids:
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e whiteboard or flipchart to show information or
illustrations in a sequence

* access to online research resources (computers, laptops,
tablets, smartphones)

e science textbooks and resources on a curricular content

e multimedis resources (videos, images)

e worksheets for students

e projector or screen for presentation

* maps of a given country

e videos or presentations showcasing local customs and
traditions

e photographs depicting cultural diversity

e art supplies for a creative activity

e examples of traditional music from different cultures
(audio and video recordings)

e pictures of instruments or real instruments commonly
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used in traditional music
e world map
CLIL teaching opens up to new possibilities. Teachers are
introduced to innovative digital tools and apps which allow
them to develop their own style of teaching, make their
students want to know more about how to apply those tools
and apps in the classroom:
e Kahoot - a game-based learning platform for quizzes and
surveys
e Padlet - an online collaborative platform for creating
digital boards
* Flipgrid - a video discussion platform for student
engagement
e Quizlet - a flashcard and study game app
e Edpuzzle - an interactive video platform for learning

e Google Earth - to explore geographical content
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interactively
e Duolingo - a language learning app that gamifies the
process
J Nearpod — an interactive classroom tool for lessons

and assessments

SUMMARY

To design a proper CLIL lesson plan, teachers should take into
consideration both 'enhancing learners’ knowledge of the
content as well as their competence in the foreign language. It
does not mean here that either element should be given more

prominent role.''> Interactive activities must be selected in a

13Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical,
Adaptation in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of
Wroctaw, Poland,: Porta Linguarum 27, Page 38
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way to teach students appropriate approach to language
problem solving.

Recycling, which is indispensable in the CLIL classroom must be
focused on both the content and the foreign language. Exercises
created by a CLIL teacher revise the new material in different
contexts, which means that subject matter revision exercises
should not be deprived of language-related revision exercises
(Czura, 2017, 38). As Czura mentions, to become a jack of all
trades in terms of CLIL methodology, teachers should integrate
a sufficient number of illustrations or comprehension checks to
facilitate understanding of the material and help students to
keep this material in their memory. If students realize an
international project with a CLIL approach, it is easier for

teachers to ensure a mix of cultural backgrounds dividing
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students into small groups. Other languages can be represented
in the classroom.

CLIL activities enhance language skills, promote intercultural
awareness, inclusion and a deeper understanding of both
scientific and artistic concepts. Language learning should be
integrated into the content, leading to more meaningful and
effective language acquisition. Collaborative tasks provide
opportunities for students to communicate in a target language
and to share their cultural backgrounds. Language acquisition is
possible through meaningful interaction. The CLIL language
games and debate sessions require students to use scientific
terminology and content-specific language. CLIL activities
reinforce language learning and deepen students' understanding
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of scientific concepts. The nature walk and field study can
provide a real-world context for language learning because
students can be asked to describe and discuss the flora and fauna
they encounter, which has a bearing on language proficiency.
The subject workshop and composition or creation activity
involve learning using target language instructions,which
integrates language learning with a creative process,
emphasizing the role of language in artistic expression.
Engaging students in CLIL activities conducted in a target
language can boost their language skills. Through CLIL-based
activities, students can gain a deeper understanding of scientific
concepts. Applying scientific terminology and concepts in real-

world situations causes that students appreciate the richness of
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cultural diversity. CLIL-based activities such as the
collaborative art activity, music composition, debates,
presentations, develop a more inclusive mindset and greater
respect for different cultures, promote critical thinking and
effective communication — skills, which are essential for
academic success and lifelong learning among students.
Debades, conducting experiments, creating music can boost
students' motivation and confidence in their language and
academic abilities. CLIL-based activities can be applied in
teaching civics through conducting a SWOT analysis (Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats), Oxford-style debate on a
given topic (e.g. European integrity) or interactive field game

(e.g. finding objects marked on the map and completing the tasks)
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and workshops at museums. Students divided into groups
analyse a given problem (e.g. migration in Europe) and share
their results, present their points of view (e.g. on the potential
enlargement of the European Union). Those activities mentioned
above can be a kind of preparation for a visit to the museum.
Workshops at museums can serve as an opportunity to find
artifacts, deepen knowledge about them and tell their story to
other participants. Workshops can foster language development
by engaging students in historical and civics topics in a target
language, promoting language acquisition while reinforcing
content knowledge.

CLIL-based activities are highly beneficial for students'

language skills development. SWOT analysis can encourage
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diverse perspectives and critical thinking, addressing the given
topic, students collaborate to explore the topic, share their
findings considering various perspectives and respect their
viewpoints promoting an inclusive and diverse approach to
discussed issues.

Museum visit can contribute to understanding the historical
significance of an event, promote empathy and historical
consciousness. Activities such as Oxford-style debate and
interactive field game can encourage active particiption, critical
thinking, a better understanding and can contribute to active
citizenship.

CLIL-based activities can improve language skills, promote a

deeper understanding of different cultures and perspectives, e.g
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by exploring historical and civic topics, foster critical thinking
skills, enable to analyze complex issues, formulate well-
reasoned arguments, gain a better understanding of history and
civic issues, contribute to a heightened sense of historical
empathy and consciousness, can make students become more
active and engaged. The multidisciplinary approach provide
valuable insights for teachers from different fields, they can gain
experience in delivering CLIL-based lessons, honing their
pedagogical skills in teaching subjects in a foreign language.

The benefits of a CLIL method are that it supports critical
thinking, language development, cultural awareness and
internationalization. The role of language in the subject is

emphasized, which can lead to fostering language competence,
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preparing for study or a future job, increased motivation and
cognition, better understanding of otherness and self. The
principle of a CLIL method is that students use language to learn
and learn to use language but the subject matter determines
how broad the language use is in scope. The term CLIL means 'a
dual-focused educational approach in which an additional
language is used for the learning and teaching of both content
and language.''®

A CLIL lesson should not be confused with a language lesson or
a subject lesson transmitted from a teacher to pupils in a
foreign language. A CLIL lesson should combine both listening,

reading, speaking and writing but we should approach the

16Coyle, D., Hood, P. and Marsh, D. (2010). CLIL Content and Language
Integrated Learning. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, Page 1
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language lexically rather than grammatically. Fluency ought to
be the centre of our attention. The more listening and reading
sources the better.

A key aspect of a CLIL lesson is to avoid correcting students on
every single mistake. The teachers' responsibility is to
encourage their students to use the language, to arrange the
situations to communicate, to keep them talking, not to disturb
them. A CLIL lesson enables students to improve cooperation
and collaboration skills because there are their peers to support
them. Exposure to cross-disciplinary themes will be regarded
positively in a CLIL lesson.

Through this e-book we want to draw up guidelines for those,
who are eager to implement the CLIL methodology of teaching
in their educational landscape, especially teaching bilingual
students. CLIL method can be used to teach subjects such as

science, history, geography and art through a foreign language
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with focus on fluency, not accuracy. There is no point in
explaining students vocabulary or grammar in details. Teachers
should allow students to immerse themselves in the language
(other than students' mother tongue). Students should be
exposed to a subject and a target language in a natural way. To
'achieve true integration of content and language in the CLIL
classroom, all stages of instructional planning should combine
the subject-specific and linguistic teaching objectives.' ¥’
Students should have many opportunities to immerse
themselves into the subject matter combined with facilitating

them integration of the new knowledge and supporting their

"Czura A., Translation is not Enough - the Need for Pedagogical,
Adaptation in CLIL Textbook Development (2017), University of
Wroctaw, Poland,: Porta Linguarum 27, Page 37
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comprehension of the discussed topic using variuos techniques
including interactive ones, verbal and non-verbal means of
presentation (Czura, 2017: 38).

Implementing CLIL methodology in the teaching process is
highly recommendable because it promotes language
integration and it gives students the chance to develop good
language habits and acquire cross-disciplinary skills.

The objectives of a CLIL lesson ought to be strictly set. Let's
focus on a general objective. This type of a lesson should be like
the weather which fosters the growth of flowers. Students have
to be involved in group work which fosters their learning and
collaboration. The premises of a CLIL method are fostering
student-centered learning, encouraging active student
engagement and independent research. Teachers are supposed
to use creative visual content to boost students' engagement,

to help them understand the importance of their research. The
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aim of a teacher is to emphasize the importance of a regular
practice to develop language skills in the context of a subject
and to encourage students' critical thinking and their
collaboration, to understand the concepts better. Studying
requires method and diligence to bring success.

There are a number of themes, issues, options, ways to be
explored using top-down processing. Top-Down Processing and
Perception (verywellmind.com) To help students understand
physics concepts, physics teachers can make their students
explore the topic of renewable energy sources and their
application by allowing them to discover and test their
expectations. Teachers should not give the definitions or
answers but explorable explanations. Basketball, people don't
realize, is all geometry and physics. The math behind the perfect
free throw (theconversation.com) Geometry concepts can be

taught by exploring famous landmarks from around the world.
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ExeDataHub - intRos: Geometric Morphometrics (exeter-data-
analytics.github.io) Students can identify the points, analyze
the shape variation, collect and manage landmark data using
digital tools. Teaching the history of World War Il or familiriazing
students with the democratic electoral process using the CLIL
method and non-native language can help promote language
integration and cultural diversity among students. "Diversity
enables international understanding based on unity in
diversity." On the importance of language diversity — DW —
02/21/2019 CLIL teaching approach can be seen in the science
of sound when students explore the field of music to
understand how the principles of music relate to scientific
concepts, to appreciate the musical traditions of a given country,
to foster cultural integration through collaborative learning and
to enhance language acquisition by integrating music with

language skills. Sound - The science of waves, how they travel,
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how we use them (explainthatstuff.com)
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